
Individual Review Form

Proposal number: 2001-I206-2 Short Proposal Title: Mater River Teacher Program

1a) Are the objectives and hypotheses clearly stated?

Objectives: Train Master River Teachers (MRTs) who will in turn train and support other teachers in their
own and other school districts throughout the San Joaquin River (SJR) watershed.  When MRTs complete
the training, their name is distributed to other teachers as a resource for watershed education MRTs will
also teach children directly.

Enhance research capabilities of the Riverview Ranch House (RRH) as a study and research center, and
teacher resource center with a focus on the SJR.  RRH would host an annual River Symposium.

Hypothesis: Selected participants will impart knowledge from their experience at RRH to students and
fellow teachers, who will in turn share their knowledge with their peers.  Result will be an increased
utilization of RRH and awareness of the SJR.

1b1) Does the conceptual model clearly explain the underlying basis for the proposed work?

No.  Was hard to find out what the conceptual model was, unless it was just a reiteration of the
hypothesis.

1b2) Is the approach well designed and appropriate for meeting the objectives of the project?

Yes, teachers get academic credit which will increase the number of participants.  Ground work for
lectures, field study, research projects and conference seem well laid out.  Development of curricula
materials related to research is clear.  How availability of MRTs will be advertised is not made clear.

1c1) Has the applicant justified the selection of research, pilot or demonstration project, or a full
scale implementation project?

Teachers participating in current program (basic teacher workshops) indicate a strong interest in gaining a
greater knowledge of the San Joaquin River.

1c2) Is the project likely to generate information that can be used to inform future decision
making?

Teachers produce a group research project.  During the course of the research, the teachers are aiding in
the compilation of research/resource materials available and maintained by RRH.  Findings of the
research projects are presented at the annual River Symposium.  These materials and research findings
can be used in the future by other teachers in development of curricula.

This project may or may not influence future decision making of participants (teachers and students)
pertaining to life style choices and consumer patterns.   There is not enough information in proposal to
judge this.
2a) Are the monitoring and information assessment plans adequate to assess the outcome of the
project?

Surveys administered each year to program participants and symposium attendees to evaluate the content
and quality of the program.  Based on information from these surveys. Adjustments and improvements



will be made to the program.

2b) Are data collection, data management, data analysis, and reporting plans well-described,
scientifically sound and adequate to meet the proposed objectives?

Besides teachers producing and presenting the findings of group research projects, itis unclear what data
is to be collected, managed, and analyzed.   No data collected to see if hypothesis is correct - will teachers
who learn from the MRTs share what they have learned with their peers.

3) Is the proposed work likely to be technically feasible?

Restoration of RRH is well underway with a public opening set for January 2001.  Using the RRH for this
project is contingent upon the approval of a Conditional Use Permit by Fresno County, which is currently
in process.  If delays prevent use of RRH, it is feasible that participants could met at another location until
the permit is approved.

4) Is the proposed project team qualified to efficiently and effectively implement the proposed
project?

The Education Director is highly qualified.  She is currently the Education Director for the San Joaquin
River Parkway and Conservation Trust.  She has 15 years experience as a teacher and school
administrator and is active in the Central California Science Education Leadership Association.

The Executive Director has a background in natural resources and is the Executive Director for the San
Joaquin River Parkway and Conservation Trust.

Miscellaneous comments : Strong support from local school districts, CSU Fresno, UC Merced, and UC
Center at Fresno.  Staff has strong working relationships with agencies and resource professionals.
RRH is a capital project of the River Parkway Trust and is identified in the San Joaquin River Parkway
Master Plan.   This is a three year project.

Overall Evaluation Summary Rating
Excellent
Very Good
Good

X Fair
Poor

Provide a brief explanation of your summary
rating:
-In some ways this is a very good program, but the
writeup of the proposal either left out some
required information or the information was buried
in the text and difficult to “ferret” out.  Required
format was not followed.


